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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 198. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 





Date. (Page. 





Substitute for Irish Moss, manufactured in Japan ... | 25th April, 1907 | 189 
Cotton seed and rubber from Angola ane ane ee 6h a 140 
Soap sold in Cuba _... oe eee eee | See os bs 59 
Cotton grown in Asiatic Turkey wel sed . | 24th Jan., _,, 193 
Woollen and Worsted Yarns in demand in J apan . oe | ATOR ws “ 139 
Sundry articles made of artificial rubber ... ove ool Se - 84 
Fish Skin from Sicily... - ene we ees —- 86a 35 
Vegetable Fat from Guatemala oe .. | 27th Dec., 1906 | 625 
Guayule Rubber, raw and manufactured, from Mexico a. 060 in 575 
Sundry fibres from Mexico ... ose eee oes «| LOth Nov., _,, 325 
Hosiery Yarn from Mexico ... ove ove vies oon 99 - - 325 
Wild cotton from Hayti sos sce ° ve one ba ie a 320 
Sardines tinned at Santander een — oe -.. | 8th - ~ 279 
Vegetable Fibres from Chungking .. we ove ooo ae os 225 
Sweaters, of German make, used by the Chinese .. .. | lth Oct., fe 56 
Japanese Paper, Flannelette and Cottons sold in Corea... | 13th Sept. m 512 
Specimens of Chinese Padlocks and Keys ... eee | SthAug., ,, 255 
Foreign Cotton Goods sold at Tangier __... ose .| 12thJuly, ,, 58 
Cotton grown in Natal ioe oe one - 9 a 82 
Tin of United States Enamel Paint sold in Peru.. | CR 10 
Foreign Flannelette sold at Erzeroum ... - - a a 35 
American Cottons sold at Chinkiang (small cuttings) . 28th June, ,, 637 
List of Chinese written characters suitable for novelties 


for the Chinese market... be son ia ‘s o 621 


The following Special Trade ‘oaliie Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 


on p. 199. 














OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE: 


CANADA. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 


Commercial Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W., whence further information 


ae. regarding them may be obtained:— 
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CANADA—continued. 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A North of England firm of wire and hemp rope manufacturers 
are seeking to extend their Canadian connexions, and ask to be 
referred to buyers of such goods. 

A London firm interested in the hide and skin trade, and making 
a speciality of horse hides, are desirous of extending their business 
with Canadian houses. 

A North of England firm manufacturing athletic goods, driving 
and motor gloves, &c., are desirous of being placed in communica- 
tion with Canadian firms purchasing goods of this class. 

A London firm of motor car agents are desirous of getting into 
touch with Canadian buyers of scout cars, industrial motors, vans, 
lorries, &c. 

An English firm manufacturing steam portable engines, semi- 
portable engines, traction engines, road locomotives and rollers, steam 
motor lorries and tractors, desire to hear from persons in Canada 
contemplating the purchase of any of the above. 

A Scotch firm of cork growers, cork manufacturers, and im- 
porters of cork-wood, wish to be placed in touch with Canadian 
importers. 

A Liverpool firm of large exporters who are specially interested 
in the tin-plate, metal, and coal trades, wish to be referred to likely 
buyers in Western Canada. 

A Lancashire firm are prepared to act as agents in the United 
Kingdom for Canadian firms exporting molybdenum and molybdenite 
and other similar classes of ores. 

A North of England firm of colour, paint and varnish manufac- 
turers, oil refiners, &c., are desirous of getting into touch with 
Canadian buyers of turpentine, which they are able to supply to 
great advantage. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 

An Ontario firm of manufacturers of steam specialities for 
engineers, lubricating devices, and other metal work, wish to 
receive catalogues and price lists from English firms manufactur- 
ing gas-producing plants, including engines, ranging from 00 to 
100 horse power. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm of merchants propose making a speciality of 

Canadian trade, and would be pleased to hear from Canadian 
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CANADA—continued. 


shippers of cheese, butter, bacon, eggs, lard, peas, flour, oatmeal, and 
apples, who wish to be represented in the United Kingdom. 

A firm manufacturing various kinds of lubricating oils wish to 
get into touch with Canadian importers. 

A company manufacturing horse, sheep and cattle oils, wish to 
do business in Canada. 

A firm of merchants wish to correspond with Canadian producers 
of asbestos fibre and paper, seeking representation in England. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 

An enquiry has been received from Canada as to the possibilities 
of finding a market in the United Kingdom for sea kelp ashes. 
The correspondent wishes to get into touch with firms 
interested. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the “‘ Sydney Mail” special attention is being given 

by the Department of Works of New South 
Irrigation Works. Wales to expediting the Barren Jack scheme of 

damming the waters of the Murrumbidgee, so 
as to render practicable the irrigation of a vast tract of western 
country. A dam is to be built to a height of 200 feet, at a cost of 
810,0007.; a main canal 152 miles in length wil] cost 340,904. ; 
and main distributory and latera) channeling will bring up the 
cost to about a million and a-half. The total area of land which 
can be irrigated by the water to be impounded is calculated at 
1,350,000 acres. The area of the water to be impounded is 1,000 
square miles, the dam having nearly the capacity of the Assouan 
dam. 





TASMANIA, 


The “Commonwealth Gazette” announces that tenders, endorsed 
“Tenders for Common Battery Telephone 
Telephone Material,” will be received at the office of the 
Material Deputy Postmaster-General, Hobart, up to noon 
on Monday, 17th June, 1907, for the supply of 

Common Battery Telephone Material. 

General conditions and schedule of items can be seen at the 
General Post Offices, Hobart, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide, and Perth, where tender forms can also be obtained. 

The tender must be on the proper form and accompanied by a 
deposit, or receipt for a deposit, made with the Deputy Postmaster- 


Common Battery | 
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General in a State other than Tasmania, as provided for by clause 
5 of the General Conditions. Any tender that may be received 
without the required deposit or not on a proper form will be liable 
to be deemed informal and rejected as such. Deposits on tenders 
may be lodged with the Deputy Postmaster-General at any of the 
offices named, but a receipt for the amount must be obtained and 
forwarded with the tender to the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Hobart. 

Tenders may be deposited in the tender-box at the General Post 
Office, Hobart ; if sent by post they must be prepaid and registered. 

Tenderers must state the name of the country in which the 
material will be manufactured. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender will necessarily be accepted. 





ADEN. 


According to the Report of the Aden Chamber of Commerce for 
1906, it is proposed to extend the dredging of 

Dredging Work. the inner harbour in order to provide a channel 
of 600 feet, and an inner harbour of over a mile 

in length and 1,320 feet broad, all to be 30 feet deep at low water 
ordinary spring tides. The scheme was submitted to and approved 
by the Chamber in July, 1906, and is in the hands of the Govern- 
ment of Bombay for sanction. The work should be completed in 


three years. 


The same Report draws attention to the fact that no motor vehicles 
have yet made their appearance in Aden, 


Motor Cars. although the scarcity of horses, high prices of 

fodder, and the horse sickness which has been 

prevalent, should tend to encourage the import of reliable steam or 
petrol-propelled cars. 





EGYPT: 


The following particulars of the Egyptian trade in watches and 
clocks are taken from the “ Bulletin” of the 

Watches and = ench Chamber of Commerce at Alexandria :— 
looks. Exporters to Egypt should bear in mind that 
there are three distinct classes of clients to be dealt with in that 
country: the European colony, the Arabs with a veneer of 
European habits and tastes, and the vast mass of the natives un- 
touched by Occidentai influences, and numbering ten times as 
many as the first two classes combined. Lach of these categories 
must be served according to their tastes. The natives in general, 
and more especially the lower orders, have quite a mania for 
watches, take a delight in studying their mechanism, and in many 
cases buy a fresh one nearly every year. Under these circumstances, 
it is only natural that Egypt should be considered a good market 
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by makers of various nationalities, and that numerous kinds of 
watches should be on sale. In large towns such as Alexandria and 
Cairo, several well-equipped jewellers’ and watchmakers’ shops are 
established, some being branch houses of European firms; these 
are visited yearly by large numbers of commercial travellers, who 
are prepared to make all possible concessions and stretch the 
limits of credit to the utmost degree with a view to securing 
orders. In addition to these large establishments, a considerable 
number of native watchmakers, trading on a small scale, are to be 
found in all Egyptian towns, in many villages, and even in the 
remote districts of the Sudan. ‘These are largely supplied by 
commission agents, although a certain number deal direct with 
wholesale houses. 

Men’s watches are considerably more in demand than those for 
ladies, gold and silver watches being in demand for both categories, 
while in the former, nickel and gun-metal watches are even more 
largely sold. As regards clocks, wooden regulators of all sizes 
and round nickel alarms find the largest sale; ornamental mantel- 
piece clocks are practically unknown. 

Switzerland has by far the greatest share of the trade in cheap 
watches, and moreover sends a certain number of better class goods 
of special makes. Germany predominates in the clock trade, 
furnishing an enormous number of regulator and alarm clocks at 
excessively low prices; these present a good appearance, and are 
considered equal in quality to higher priced goods from competing 
sources. Other importing countries in order of importance are 
the United Kingdom and France, and, a long way behind, the 
United States of America, Austria-Hungary and Italy. It is 
impossible to give even an approximate estimate of the imports, 
as the majority of the watches are sent by parcels post, the returns 
of which give only the declared value of the packages without any 
indication of the contents thereof. 





SWEDEN. 


H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) reports that 

Coal. Coal-dust tenders are invited by the Municipal Authorities 

pe pws of that town for the supply of the following 
quantities of coal, as required :— 


Welsh coal dts ... 1,725 English tons and 1,120 hectolitres. 
Best hard Yorkshire coal 3,950 tons and 150 hectolitres. 
Yorkshire coal-dust ... 130 tons. 


Scottish beans ... ..» 3,900 tons. 


The coal must be accompanied by a proper certificate as to 
the mine it came from, and if not from those mentioned in the 
advertisement it must he from a pit of similar quality. 
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SW EDEN —continued. 


Tenders must be received before noon on 2nd May next, at 
*‘Dratselnamndens Kammarkontor, Stora Nygatan No. 24, 1 tr. 
upp., Stockholm,” whence further particulars may be obtained. 

Copies of the original advertisement (in Swedish) and of the 
forms of tender may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


H.M. Minister at Stockholm reports that a Commission appointed 
for the purpose has reported on the necessit 
Ray Ses: te 8 candioeabie aiceatin of the Swedish 
Steam’ Ferries. railway system. Among the schemes advocated 
is one which the Government intend to put forward immediately 
for considerably shortening the journey from Stockholm to the 
port of Malmé. A proposal will also be submitted for connecting 
the port of Trelleborg (whence steamships now run to Sassnitz in 
the island of Riigen, which isin direct communication with Berlin) 
with an appropriate landing place in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Liibeck, by enormous steam ferries capable each of carrying 
some twenty railway carriages. A credit of six million kronor 
(330,0001.) will be required for this purpose. H.M. Minister adds 
that if the scheme is approved by the Diet it will greatly facilitate 
the exchange of commodities between Germany and Sweden, which 
will thus be transported without breaking bulk or passing over 
Danish lines, and in view of the extremely low rates accorded on 
the German railways to goods for export, it will enable Germany 
to compete with British goods on still more favourable terms than 


those which they at present enjoy. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) reports that 
the Municipal Authorities of that city invite 
hig, a tenders for the supply of:—(1) three hundred 
Electric Lif band Grain openings faputhes Wéqout) ' (2) electric lift 
Crane Appliances. 414 crane appliances. ‘The specifications may 
be obtained from the Hotel de Ville at Antwerp. Tenders, in 
sealed registered envelopes, should be delivered to “M. le 
Bourgmestre de la Ville,” at the Hotel de Ville, not later than the 
29th April in the case of (1), and the 6th May in the case of (2). 
Deposits of 1,200 frs. (about 48/.), and 3,000 frs. (about 120/.), 
respectively, will be required to qualify any tender. 

Copies of the specifications may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 


Drain Openings ; 
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FRANCE—-NEW CALEDONIA. 


The Acting British Consul at Noumea (Mr. T. Manning) reports 
that the dependencies of New Caledonia, 
although not extensive, are still worthy of 
a mn gprer attention as regards a market for British Ati 
‘ ducts, and calicoes, trade knives, dungaree in 
piece, navy bafts, soft blue prints of fine texture. find a ready sale. 
The principal centres where these are to be distributed are the 
Loyalty group of islands, some 130 miles to the eastward of 
Noumea, the natives of which have a fine fleet of cutters which 
trade regularly with the mainland. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,709.) 


Calicoes, Knives, 





SPAIN. 


The ‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th April contains a notice inviting 

tenders, which will be opened thirty days from 

Zinc Cylinders. the above date, at the Directorate General of 

Telegraphs, 10, Carretas, Madrid, for the supply 

of 20,000 zinc cylinders, Callaud pile, at the upset price of 

1,600 pesetas (about 57/.) per thousand, in accordance with 

conditions set forth in the “ Gaceta.” A deposit of 5 per cent. 

of the value of the goods tendered for is required to qualify 
any tender. 

The ‘“‘Gaceta” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





ITALY. 


The “Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Commerce at Milan 
Electric states that the Municipality of Rome are 
shane considering a scheme for the establishment 
Lighting Plant. of a municipal electric lighting service in that 
city, Itis proposed to raise a loan of 3,605.000 lire (about 144,200/.) 
for this purpose. Of this sum, 100, 000 lire (about 4,000/.) would 
be devoted to the purchase of a site for a generating station, and 
1,937,250 lire (about 77,4901.) to the building and equipment 
thereof, and to laying down wires, private tenders to be invited 
for these works.: The special appliances required for the other 
portions of the work would be purchased direct by the Municipality 
from the recognised manufacturers. 





BULGARIA. 
With reference to the notice that appeared on p. 58 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 11th April, relative toa 
Rails, &c. call for tenders, which will be received up to 
the 9th May, for the supply of rails, &c., to the 
Bulgarian State Railways, the British Vice-Consul at Sofia (Mr. G 
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O’B. Toulmin) has forwarded a French text of the specifications, 
&c., together with drawings. These may be examined by British 
makers at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


SERVIA. 


The following particulars of tenders for public works, &c., in 
Servia are taken from the ‘“ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 
13th April :— 

Tenders will be opened on 29th April at the Directorate-General of 

State Railways, Belgrade, for the construction 

Railway Plant. of a railway between Mutniza and Bogovina, a 

distance of 55 kiloms. 600 metres. Plans, 

specifications, &c., may be consulted at the Directorate-General. 

A deposit of 400,000 frs. (about 16,000/.) is required to qualify any 
tender. 


Tenders will be opened on Ist May at the Directorate-General of 
Minin State Railways, Belgrade, for the complete 
Pecan installation of machinery for working an 

y: unexploited coal mine at Ravna-Reka. 


Tenders will be opened on 20th May at the State Monopolies 

Department, Belgrade, for the supply of the 

Salt. marine salt needed for the next three years, the 

amount required annually being 750,000 kilogs., 

of which 600,000 kilogs. is to be delivered at the Belgrade depét, 

and 150,000 kilogs. at the Semendria depét: the amount required 

may be increased, if necessary, by 50 per cent. The salt must be 

white, pure, and free from any mixture, 1 per cent. of moisture 

being allowed. All tenders must be accompanied by a sample of 
®) kilogs. of marine salt. 


Tenders will be opened on 10th June at the State Monopoly 
, Department, Belgrade, for the supply of the 
Cigarette Pager. cigarette paper needed for the next five years. 








ROUMANIA, 


“Curierul Financiar” (Bucharest) gives the following particu- 
Machi lars of benefits recently granted under the 
achinery, = Roumanian law for th t of 
Seon: Oe. oumanian law for the encouragement o 
national industry (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 

for 17th January, 1907, p. 145):— 

To the flour mill of V. A. Serafidés of Braila, exemption for 
machinery and accessories which cannot be made in Roumania, 
as well as a chrono-automatic balance, a machine for cleaning flour, 
and a filter for the absorption of dust. 
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-_—_—__-- 


To the petrol-can manufactory and saw-mill which Prince 
Heinrich de Schénbourg-Woldenbourg proposes to establish at 
Taslan-Sorah (Bacau), exemption for the initial installation of 
machinery and accessories ; also to the saw-mill which Th. Bornesco, 
A. Renest et Fils et C. Reuschlors et Fils propose to establish in 
the commune of Doftana (Bacau ). 

To the tannery of B. Weithasse et Cie., of Bucharest, exemption 
from Customs duty for 200,000 kilogs. of extract of tannin. 

To the hat factory of Bénédict Martin, exemption for machinery 
and accessories. 

To the “ Société pétroliére Regatul Roman,” exemption for 2,000 
tons of rolled bar iron and 3,000 tons of plain unwrought sheet iron. 

To the textile factory of Filip Birman et Fils, exemption for 
15,000 kilogs. of camels’ hair (single thread) and 35,000 kilogs. of 
cocoa-nut fibre (two or more threads). 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The following particulars of the trade in cast iron pipes in 
Constantinople are taken from the ‘ Revue 
Cast Iron Pipes. Commerciale du Levant” :— 

Cast iron pipes for waterworks have only been 
imported into Turkey since 1882, when a French company under- 
took the water supply of Constantinople. Thousands of tons of 

ipes were needed for these works, as the water is obtained from 
the lake of Derkos, situated 40 kilometres from Constantinople; a 
considerable number are still imported every year, both for the 
extension of the system and the renovation of existing works. All 
these, which are of the type known as socket and spigot pipes, are 
furnished by a French firm. A German Company subsequently 
established fairly large works at Scutari, obtaining the necessary 
materials from Germany. ‘The Pera, Stamboul and Scutari Gas 
Companies use a large number of pipes; the two latter companies 
obtain their supplies from Belgium, whence most of their capital 
emanates. ‘The Ministry of ‘“ Evkaf” (Religious Foundations) is 
also a large purchaser of cast iron pipes; when (very rarely) large 
quantities are needed, public tenders are invited from large 
foundries in Europe. As a rule, however, local merchants supply 
the demands of this Ministry, whose tests of strength and con- 
ditions are not very stringent. Furthermore, the Turkish railway 
companies use a large number of these pipes for canalisation and 
other works. 

A demand for cast iron water pipes for the interior of houses and 
for rain pipes, with accessories such as gutters, cones, c., has 
sprung up within the last ten years, the sales in Constantinople 
last year amounting to 250 tons; it appears certain that cast iron 
will be employed more and more for these purposes in place 
of zinc and stoneware. The usual dimensions of interior pipes 
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are :—54, 67, 81, 94, 108, 121, 185 and 162 millimetres in dia- 
meter, and 25 centimetres, 50 centimetres and 1 metre in length. 
The dimensions of the other pipes vary according to needs, those 
used by the railway companies ranging in diameter from 40 to 100 
millimetres; while the water companies in some places employ 
pipes of a diameter of 800 millimetres. 

Most of the imports of this category come from France. Two 
French companies send considerable quantities not only to Con- 
stantinople but to other parts of the Levant; in fact, it may be said 
that these two firms secure every order of importance. Belgium, 
as a rule, sends only pipes of small dimensions. The United King- 
dom supplies local dealers with a small amount of socket and spigot 
pipes and pipes for the interior of houses. 

There are a fair number of foundries in the country, but these 
are badly equipped, producing little else but flange and waste 
pipes, and these mainly for specially urgent orders; in fact, local 
competition may be said to be of practically no account. 





MEXICO. 
The Mexican ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of 26th March contains a copy of 
an application by Antonio Zirién y Saravia y 


™ P sig hrs Compania for the privileges attaching to the 
ecees uring establishment of a new indvu stry in the Republic, 


viz., the manufacture of all kinds of writing 
and printing ink. 





CHILE: 
The “ Diario Oficial” of 11th March contains a copy of a Law 
authorising the President of the Republic to 
Railway Plant, : . 
Port Work contract for the construction of a railway from 
pen aera the river Itala to Tomé and Lirquen, and the 
execution of port works at Tomé. The cost of the works is not to 
exceed 7,500,000 pesos (about 375,000/.). 


The same issue of the ‘“ Diario” contains a copy of a Law author- 

ising the “ Rios de Curanilahue” Coal Co. to 

Railway Plant. construct and work a railway from the above- 
named locality to the bay of Carnero. 





ARGENTINA. 

According to the ‘‘ Review of the River Plate ” (Buenos Ayres), the 

Railwa Argentine Government has decided to call for 

ereeccags- AA tenders for the construction of a railway line 

from Cordoba to Rio IV., which will have a 

length, approximately, of 212 kilometres. The cost is estimated 

at 35, 000 dols. gold per kilometre or a total of 7,420,000 dols. 
(1,484,0002.). 


=" 
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BOLIVIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sucre (Mr. E. F. Moore) reports that, 
so far as he has been able to observe, the 


Agricultural and physical conditions prevailing in Bolivia respect- 


Mining ing agriculture and mining seem to be not unlike 
Machinery : nates ‘wag 

agen oy those of Australia, and implements similar to 
Windmills. 


those in use in the Commonwealth might be the 
most suitable for Bolivia. This would apply specially to agricultural 
implements and machinery—for stony land, very dry in winter 
and excessively wet in the summer-—well boring, mining machinery 
and appliances for irrigation. Mr. Moore states that he has seen 
one or two windmills for raising water imported from the United 
States, which, as water is frequently found from 25 to 100 yards 
below the surface, even in dry districts, served the purpose 
of irrigation admirably. They were light and cheap; being a 
simple frame of crosspieces of galvanised iron, very portable and 
easily constructed by bolting together on arrival, without requiring 
great mechanical skill. 


The British Vice-Consul at Oruro (Mr. J.. Ramsay Smith) reports 
that all kinds of tinned meats and fruits are 
Tinned Meats 


in demand in Bolivia. (Foreign Office, Annual 
and Fruits. wre ye 
Serves, 3,758.) 





EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are notified that the twenty-ninth Annual 
International Brewers’ Exhibition and Market 


Brewers’ . , > 
of Machinery, Utensils, &c., used by brewers, 
International el . : , 
see distillers and mineral water makers, cigar, 
Exhibition. 


tobacco and pipe manufacturers, together with 
fittings and accessories necessary for the business of licensed 
victuallers, caterers, &c., &c., will be held at the Royal Agricultural 
Hall, London, N., from the 19th to 25th October next. Further 
particulars can be obtained from the offices of the Exhibition, at 
46, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 





ARGENTINA, 


The Argentine ‘ Boletin Oficial ” of 22nd March contains a copy 
a ee of a Law authorising the “ Comisién Nacional 
wna et del Centenario ” to initiate the necessary 
Exhibition measures for holding at Buenos Ayres in 1910 
’ ’ a General Exhibition of Arts, Industries, Agri- 

culture and Cattle (see “Board of Trade Journal” of 18th 
January, 1906, p. 109). 
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CORRESPONDENT FOR INDIA 


OF THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE 


BoarRD OF ‘TRADE. 


The Director General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, has 
undertaken the duty of receiving and answering commercial 
enquiries which may be addressed to him by letter either by the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, or by British 
manufacturers or traders who may seek advice. 

In this connexion, attention is called to the notice on p. 19 of 
the “ Handbook to the Commercial Intelligence Branch,” and 
especially to the suggestion that all applications should, in the 
first instance, be addressed to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
so that, in cases where this Branch is already in possession of the 
information sought, the delay incurred in writing to India may be 
avoided. Enquiries relating to Indian products, trade customs and 
regulations, &c., should be made to the Superintendent, India 
Trade Enquiry Office, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Further, the Government of India have sanctioned a system of 
telegraphic communication with the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade in London, under which information 
required by merchants in the United Kingdom may now be obtained 
for them by the Commercial Intelligence Branch, on deposit by 
cheque with the Branch of a sum sufficient to cover the cost of 
enquiry and reply. The A.B.C. Commercial Code will be used. 

By a similar arrangement, merchants in India are enabled to 
communicate through the Director General of Commercial 
Intelligence with the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade regarding information they may desire upon 
matters of British commerce. 





CENSUS OF PRODUCTION. 


A meeting of the General Advisory Committee in connexion 
with the Census of Production (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 
21st March, p. 577), was held on the 18th April at the Board of 
Trade. Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B., presided, and there were also 
present Lord Allerton, Lord Avebury, Sir Hugh Bell, Bart., Mr. 
Henry Birchenough, C.M.G., the Rt. Hon. Charles Booth, Professor 
Chapman, Mr. Malcolm Delevigne, Sir Robert Giffen, K.C.B., Mr. 
D. F. Schloss, and the Hon. Noel Farrer, Secretary. 
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COTTON INDUSTRY OF INDIA. 


The following particulars of the cotton industry of India are 
extracted from a preliminary statement received at the Board of 
Trade from the India Office :— 

On the 3]st March, 1906, there were in India 204 cotton mills, 
containing 52,281 looms and 65,293,884 spindles. Of this 
number 104 were exclusively spinning mills; 8 were exclusively 
weaving mills; and in 92 both spinning and weaving were 
carried on. ‘They employed a daily average number of 
212,720 persons. The figures given are 137,406 men, 42,169 
women, 21,210 young persons, and 11,556 children, but the details 
are slightly defective. Three of these 204 mills, with 19,464 
spindles and 88 looms, were closed throughout the year. 

The nominal capital of the mills, so far as this information has 
been furnished, is Rs. 17,19,75,385, including the sterling capital 
of 1,067,240/., of which 831,492. is paid up; of the rupee capital 
Rs. 13,49,34,014 is paid up. There are further sterling debentures 
amounting to 99,000/. and rupee debentures to the value of 
Rs. 1,79,47,821 issued by 389 companies. Thirteen mills also 
out of 40 worked by private proprietors have not reported the 
capital employed by them, and for these 13 millions of rupees 
would seem to be a fair estimate. The aggregate of the nominal 
capital and debentures is thus slightly in excess of 204 millions of 
rupees, and of this 160 millions of rupees, or 10,667,000J. is 
paid up. 

The Bombay Presidency possesses 70 per cent. of the mills, 61 
per cent. of the spindles, and 77 per cent. of the looms. In the 
Native States and French Territory there are 19 mills, with 3,731 
looms and 286,918 spindles. Only 40 of the mills are owned 
otherwise than by joint-stock companies. 


Production of yarn.—The total production of yarn in the mills 
in British India is, as far as reported, as follows :— 








Year ended 3lst March. ly Nos. 1 to 25. | Above No. 25. Total. 

| 

| lbs. lbs, lbs. 
1901-02 oa pan wha .--| 527,448,637 $2,556,211 560,004,848 
1902-03 ro ace ins --.| 523, 565, 053 35,246,987 558,812,040 
1903-04... ace, ee, wee] 818,208,375 40,987,417 | 656,190,792 
1904-05 sid _ pam pom 510,075,140 45,873,286 555,948,426 
1905-06 ... uve = www =~ wwe} = 610,602,888 45,015,943 | 655,618,831 











The great decline in 1900-01 was due partly to the drought in 
India, which impaired the purchasing power of the people at the 
same time that it raised the price of the raw material, and partly 
to the collapse of the markets in China, which after being over- 
stocked with supplies from India and Japan, were prevented from 
operating by the serious disturbances in that country. With the 
passing away of these causes of depression, and a reduction in the 
prices of raw cotton following on larger crops, the mills resumed 
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operations with great activity, but in the latter half of 1903-04 
the rising price of the raw material, which was in great demand 
for export, without a corresponding rise in the price of yarn, made 
profitable business difficult, so that several mills either closed or 
worked short time. The latter part of the following year, how- 
ever, saw a complete revolution of the conditions affecting the 
spinning industry, caused by the fall in the price of raw cotton, 
and the large off-take of the principal markets, so that to meet the 
forward contracts all the spindles had to be brought into full use 
and a state of unusual financial prosperity was created. 

The spinning of yarn is in a large degree centred in Bombay, 
the mills of that province producing nearly 75 per cent. of the 
quantity produced in British India. Bengal produced 8 per cent., 
the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh about 5 per cent., Madras 
5 per cent., and the Central Provinces 4 per cent. Elsewhere the 
production is as yet very limited. 

A noticeable fact is the continued increase in the production of 
yarn of counts higher than number 25, which is as much as 40 
million lbs., being 7 per cent. of the whole production. In 
Bengal, the United Provinces, and the Panjab, the mills spin 
hardly any yarn above number 20, yarn of that count and lower 
numbers representing 99 per cent. of the whole production. In 
Bombay, however, the spinning of the higher counts (above 25) is 
8 per cent. of the whole, and in Madras it is 7 per cent., and in 
the Central Provinces 4 per cent. Using Egyptian and other 
imported cotton, the Bombay mills are now spinning in appreciable 
quantity yarns of number 40 and upwards. The production of the 
finer yarns—numbers 31 to 40—decreased last year to about 
154 million lbs. from 16% million lbs. in 1904-05, but was much 
higher than the 124 million lbs. in the two preceding years. 


Production of woven goods.—J’he production of woven goods 
during the last six years was as follows :-— 











aaa Grey. | Other kinds. Total. 

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
1901-02 ecg on ove | 96,210,170 19,755,989 115,966,159 
1902-03 eee eee oe ae 95,645,472 21,639,160 117,284,632 
1903-04 ves ove 26 ---| 106,515,125 25,361,102 131,876,227 
1904-05 ean FA eet thee wl ee 28,378,647 | 152,741,830 
hts A aE Me 29,912,869 | 156,600,276 














The weaving mills were less affected than the spinning mills 
by the high price of raw cotton in 1903-04, for there was a con- 
siderable advance in the price of cloth, both the home and the 
foreign demand being good, and in the following year these high 
prices were still realised when the prices of raw cotton had fallen 
to normal levels. The production therefore increased by about 
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12} per cent. in 1903-04, by 15°8 per cent. in 1904-05, and by 
25 per cent. in 1905-06. 

Weaving is concentrated in the Bombay mills to an even greater 
degree than spinning, the mills of that province producing about 
84 per cent. of the whole quantity woven in British India. 
Madras, the United Provinces and the Central Provinces each 
produce about 5 per cent. of the whole. The goods woven are 
mainly grey (unbleached) goods, these representing 81 per cent. of 
the whole production. 

The following table shows the most important kinds of grey 
goods woven in the mills :— 














| 
a | 1903-04. 1904-05. 1905-06. 
| Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Shirtings and longcloths ... | 38,033,248 45,455,013 42,467,939 
Dhutis wes .| 25,640,544 27,796,852 30,080,239 
T-cloths, domestics, ‘and sheetings. 8. 17,470,806 19,546,497 24,977,695 
Chadars sf 7 13,713,078 13,995,886 14,316,214 





The production of grey goods is on the average nearly 38 per 
cent. of the quantity imported. 

The proportion of woven goods, other than grey goods, was 
highest in Madras, where last year it was 04 percent. In the 
Central Provinces the proportion was 25 per cent. and in Bombay 
18 per cent. 


Production of yarn and woven goods in non-British Indian 
territory.—'l'’o the figures given above for mills in British India 

may be added the following, showing the production in the Native 
States of Mysore, Indore, Baroda, Nandgaon, Bhavnagar, Hyderabad, 
Wadhwan, Quilon, Kishengarh, and Ujjain :— 




















| 
ovement | 1904-05. 1905-06. 

Yarn— lbs. lbs. 
Nos. 1 to 25 pas bie ébd ote se 21,369,603 24,085,132 
Above No. 25... -- oe sien am 1,063,246 1,214,618 
Total... tie nee dd ae 22,432,849 25,299,750 

Woven goods— 

Grey eter: pen ehh nin Pts ys 5,694,241 6,969,812 
Otner kinds ehe ine wae os ial 310,484 310,072 
satel. .: <a vibe es ne spe 6,004,725 7,279,884 











The production of the five mills in Pondichery has not been 


reported. 
It should be noted that the information in the above article is 


exclusive of hand spinning and weaving. 
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CANADIAN ACI FOR THE INSPECTION OF MEATS 
AND CANNED FOODS. 


With reference te the notice on p. 484 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 7th March last, respecting a Canadian proposal to 
inspect meat and canned goods for exportation, the following copy 
of a despatch on the subject, received at the Colonial Office from 
the Canadian Government, may be of interest ;— 


GOVERNMENT House, OTTawa, 
18th March, 1907. 

My Lorp, 

I have the honour to inform you that in consequence of 
the Chicago exposures In connexion with the canned meat trade, 
His Majesty’s Canadian Government realised the necessity, in order 
to preserve and extend Canadian trade, of passing and providing 
for the enforcement of such a law as would satisfy the consumer 
that he could accept without suspicion the Canadian product as a 
sanitary, wholesome and cleanly article, and true to the description 
on the label placed thereon. A Bill for this purpose is now before 
Parliament intituled “ An Act respecting the inspection of Meats 
and Canned foods,” and is about to become law. 

The Bill in substance provides that every animal brought for 
slaughter to any establishment carrying on an export trade must, 
while alive, be inspected by an inspector appointed under the Act, 
who must be a duly qualified and skilled veterinarian. After 
slaughter the carcase must undergo another inspection by such an 
inspector. The carcase, or any part thereof, may then be removed 
from the establishment, or may be packed or canned therein, but 
in either case cannot go out for consumption as food without the 
stamp of the inspector. If any animal or carcase, or any part 
thereof, be found unhealthy or unfit for food, it must be condemned 
and disposed of under the direction of the inspector in such a way 
as to prevent it going into consumption as food. 

While the Bill was aimed, primarily, at the preservation of the 
meat trade, its provisions have been extended, in a modified form, 
to canned fish, fruit and vegetables. 

In every meat establishment there shall be one or more inspectors 
as may be required, who shall remain continually on the premises 
and exercise a close inspection of every product during the whole 
course of preparation for food, and who shall allow no product to 
go out for consumption as food without the stamp of inspection. 
Owing to their great number this would be impracticable in the 
case of fish, fruit and vegetable establishments, but in their case 
such inspection as may be practicable will be made to prevent any 
unsound or unwholesome articles going into consumption as food, 
but the cans or other packages will not bear the stamp of 
inspection. 

In all establishments, whether meat, fish, fruit or vegetable, a 
close supervision of sanitary conditions will be maintained. All 
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packages will be required to bear the name and address of the 
packer and a true description of the contents, with the proviso, 
however, that in conformity with the established custom of trade 
in certain markets, fish products may be shipped without label. 

To provide for the effective enforcement of the Act, an adequate 
number of veterinarians are now being given, at the public 
expense, a special course of training in meat inspection, and will 
be ready to carry out the Act as soon as it comes into force. 

A recent careful and exhaustive investigation by a competent 
and trustworthy officer of the Department of Agriculture estab- 
lished the fact that the conditions of the Canadian meat trade 
were highly satisfactory, but, nevertheless, it has deemed essential 
to pass this stringent Act for the assurance of the foreign market. 

I have, &c., 
The Right Honourable (Signed) GREY. 
the Earl of Elgin, K.G.. &c., &c., &c. 





SILK CONDITIONED AT EUROPEAN SILK CENTRES. 


H.M. Consul at Milan (Mr. J. H. Towsey) sends the following 
return of the silk conditioned at Milan and other European silk 
centres during the quarter January to March, 1907, compared with 
the corresponding period of 1906, as published by the “ Bollettino 
di Sericoltura ” of Milan :— 


















































January to March. 
C Silk Organzine. Tram, Raw. Other. | Total. 
entres. 
a ——_—_ — ete ee ———— iy ——E -_ 
1906. 1907. 1906. 1907. | 1906. 1907. 1906. | 1907. || 1906. 1907. 

; Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs. | Kilogs.| Kilogs. |} Kilogs. | Kilogs, 
Milan ...... 356,845 | 369,540 | 382,765 | 361,660 |1,693,409 |1,744,040 | 63,926} 93,345 ||2,496,925 | 2,568,585 
Lyons ...... 248,441 | 242,007] 261,888 | 277,272 |1,233,500 |1,389,528 | 15,719] 22,356 |/1,759,548 | 1,931,163 
Zurich ...... 72,361 | 156,188; 27,115; 56,603; 69,149} 90,217; 2,269 753 || 170,894; 303,761 
Crefeld...... 130,706 | 133,863} 157,001| 141,323] 107,985} 96,220) — - 395,692 | 371,406 
Basle ...... 63,218 | 51,461) 55,953; 41,440) 23,469; 20,385; 5,029] 3,965 || 147,669; 117,251 
Turin .....| 63,031] 83,428) 37,844) 59,513) 41,568; 50,781 2 531 || 142,445 | 194,253 
Elberfeld...| 72,636 69,356 9,124 2,735 81,480 69,155 2,085 _ 165,325 141,246 

74,442 75,169 40,426 45,043 43,466 35,549 — —- 158,334 155,761 
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SWEDISH IRON-ORE EXPORT. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that a Bill has recently been submitted 
to the Swedish Diet embodying an arrangement arrived at between 
the Swedish Government and the Swedish iron-ore extracting 
Companies. 

This arrangement, which, if approved, will come into force on 
the Ist January, 1908, provides for the absorption of the property 
of the Gellivare Co. by the Luossavaara-Kiirunavaara Uo., and 
stipulates that, after the lapse of twenty-five years, the State may, 
under right of pre-emption, become the proprietor of all the shares 
of the latter. ‘The State agrees not to impose an export duty on. 
iron ore, or else to indemnify the Company to the full amount of 
such duty should circumstances arise rendering the imposition 
of a duty necessary. 

The quantity of ore which the Company is authorised to extract 
for exportation during the time the property will remain in their 
hands, and the freight on the Government lines, are fixed as 
follows :— 

From the Kiirunavaara area during the period 1908-1932 a total 
of 75,000,000 tons may be exported. at a rate of 2 kr. 64 dre per 
ton from Kiiruna to the frontier. During 1908, 1,500,000 tons 
may be carried, and this quantity may be increased by not more 
than 400,000 tons annually until a maximum of 3,300 ,000 tons is 
reached. There is an alternative faculty of transportation vid 
Svartén, by which 1,200,000 tons may be carried with certain 
specific augmentations to be sanctioned by the State. ‘The total 
export by both routes must not, however, exceed 3,500,000 tons a 
year. 

From Gellivare to Svartén a total of 18,750,000 tons may 
be exported during the twenty-five years, at the rate of 2 kr, 
75 6re per ton; and during the first five years the Company is 
authorised to transport as much as 1,000,000 tons a year. 

The Gringesberg-Oxelésund Trading Company bind themselves 
not to export from the Griingesberg iron field more than 650,000 
tons after the year 1908, and 450,000 tons after 1917. 

During the current year the Luossavaara-Kiirunavaara Company 
is authorised to carry 150,000 tons at the 2 kr. 64 dre rate, over 
and above the 1,200,000 tons sanctioned by the existing contract. 

The Bill submitting the agreement to the Diet also provides for 
an expenditure of some 173,000/. for further developing the 
railway communications between Gellivare and the frontier, and 
the provision of additional rolling stock. 

It is stated in the report which accompanies the Bill that it is 
estimated that there are at Jeast 450 million tons of ore in the 
Kiirunavaara iron field. Of this quantity less than 100 million 
tons will be exported in the period during which this field will 
remain in the hands of the Company. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 9th March last 

Duty on Butter contains a Customs Notice, dated 2nd March, 

Substitutes 1907, directing that, in accordance with the 

F provisions of sec. 139 of the Customs Act, 1901, 

the duty on “ nutter” and ‘“ table nutter ”—which can be used as 

substitutes for butter—shall be the same as that chargeable on 
butter (viz., 3d. per lb.) on importation into the Commonwealth. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the Notices which appeared in the “ Board of 


Trade Journal” for 24th January and 14th 
February last, respecting the grant of a rebate 
of Customs duty to certain South African pro- 
ducts on importation into New Zealand, the 
Board of Trade have now received a copy of the 
‘“* New Zealand Gazette ” for 7th March last, containing a Ministerial 
Order (No. 835) giving the form of certificate of origin prescribed 
for entry of articles—the produce or manufacture of South Africa 
—at preferential rates of duty into the Colony. 

The form of certificate, which is to be written or printed on the 
invoice to the purchaser or consignee of the goods in New Zealand, 
may be seen by persons interested on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
H.C. 


The “New Zealand Gazette’’ for 28th February last contains a 
Ministerial Order (No. 834), dated 27th Feb- 
ruary, 1907, giving Customs decisions relating 
to the rates of duty leviable on various articles 
imported into New Zealand. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 


Reciprocity with 
South Africa. 
Form of 
Certificate. 


Customs 
Decisions. 











Articles, and how classed. ‘ease 
Belts, ladies’, plated— 

As plated ware oe eee eve 20 % ad val. 
Educational apparatus (viz., blackboard squares) oad Free. 
Gas-testing apparatus (viz., ‘calorimeter and meter therefor). Free. 
Photographers’ adhesive dry- -mounting tools— | 

As artificers’ tools... aaa See oes eee iw Free. 
Protractors, draughtsmen’s— 

As stationery, 0.0.e. ... one eee see ove s09 20 % ad val, 
Soap— 

*Castile and Johnston’s ethereal — 

As soap, n.0.e.  ... = oes wf oe wail 1, i. 





* Revised decision. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





ST. VINCENT. 


A copy of the “‘ Customs Duties Ordinance, 1906 ” (No. 16 of 1906), 
has been received providing for the continuation 
Additional dut of the additional duty of 10 per cent. on the 
during 1907 Y duties leviable under the Customs Import Tariff 
"Ordinances (Nos. 2 and 11 of 1895 and 4 of 

1902) during the year 1907. 


Continuation of 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 6 
of 1907) which provides for the collection of 


Revised Export export duties for immigration purposes on 


Duties for bo] “cod Sg et ieae an 
ea ee ee ee 
purposes island of Trinidad, when shipped to places 


beyond the limits of the Colony, witk effect 
from Ist April, 1907, to 3lst December, 1907. 

The following statement gives, for purposes of comparison, both 
the export duties imposed by the present Ordinance, and those 
previously in force under Ordinance No. 30 of 1906 :— 


























Export Duties, 
Articles. aamraneiaene 
Old Rates. | New Rates. 

s. d. » & 
Sugar ... “i see one w» per 1,000 lbs. 3 6 3 6 
Molasses — ns — ... per 100 galls. 3 1 3 1 
Rum ... “ ~“ ies an a 9 4 9 4 
Cocoa... we ‘= wr .- per 100 lbs. 
Coffee _ vile ses om - 0 3} 0 10 
Cocoanuts... ae se saa per 1,000 
Copra ... ose ove _ ... per 1,000 lbs. | 1 0 3 2 











RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Tariff information to the effect that the Russian 
Classificat; Customs Authorities have decided that old 
sification of . lh tiatiie iaite. oan ete’ de 
Old Newspapers, “CWSPapers imported into Russia can only be 
assessed for duty under No. 176 (8) of the 
Tariff, as paper clippings and waste, at the rate of 35 copecks per 
poud, if they are cut up into small pieces or torn in several places. 
Newspapers not so cut or torn are to pay duty under No. 177 (2) 
(b) of the Tariff as paper not specially mentioned in the Tariff, at 
the rate of 6 roubles per poud (1/. 19s. 5d. per cwt.) 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice at p. 434 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 28th February last reporting 
the increase of the French “refining tax” on 
sugar, the Board of Trade are now in receipt of 
a Circular of the French Customs Department 
containing the correspondingly increased rates of this tax on 
sugared products. The “‘ refining tax” is levied on imported sugar 
and sugared products as well as on those of home production ; and 
the new rates are as follows :— 


** Refining Tax” 
on Sugar and 
Sugared Products. 


Frs. cts. 
Refined sugar and sugar assimilated thereto 100 kilogs 2 00 
Sugar candy... “on ‘a 2 14 
Molasses, other than for distillation, of a 
saccharine richness of — 
50 per cent. or less... He UE m _ | 
More than 50 per cent. in sad mi 2 00 
Syrups, bonbons and candied fruits bi a 2 Q0 
Preserves (confitures) and sweet biscuits ... n 1 00 
Ei ihigg 0 80 
or 
Sweetened condensed milk .. ‘i ore i 1 00 
(according to the proportion of sugar). | or 
i 2 00 
Milk flour ( farine lactée) with the addition 
of sugar in a proportion of— 
Less than 50 per cent. se ... 100 kilogs 1 00 
Less than 40 per cent. she ‘i 0 80 
Chocolate, ee 55 per cent. of cocoa 
orless ... ; » 0 90 
Milk chocolate, in a liquid condition, con- 
taining at most 10 per cent. of cocoa.. i. 0 50 


A French Presidential Decree, dated 16th PC 1907, fixes at 
60,000 kilogs. the quantity of coffee, the pro- 
duce of the Ivory Coast, which may be admitted 
into France at a reduced rate of duty during 


the year 1907. 


By another Presidential Decree of the same date the quantities of 

ii ail coffee and cocoa in the bean, the produce of the 

Psp i eden French portion of the Conventional Basin of 
Sele ‘tn the Congo, which may be admitted into France 

Congo District. 2° the reduced rates of 124 and 95 frs. per 100 
6 '  kilogs. respectively, during the year 1907, have 

been fixed as follows :— 

Coffee ... si “ee ..» 900,000 kilogs. 

Cocoa ... 25,000 __,, 


Imports of 
Coffee from the 
Ivory Coast. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





FRANCE-— continued. 


A recent French Customs Circular states that in accordance with a 
Decision of the “‘ Comité consultatif des arts et 

Tariff ° f: t 99 id f li a, 
Classifications. ™2nufactures,” cyanamide of lime (cyanamide 
caleique), a powder of blackish colour obtained 

by the action of nitrogen on calcium carbide at a high temperature, 
as also nitrate of lime (other than that chemically pure, for labora- 


tory use) are to be classified on importation as chemical fertilizers 
under No. 281 lis of the French Tariff. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The following decisions relative to the application of the Swiss 
Cu Tariff have recently been issued by the Swiss 
stoms Chast D t rrr 
Rill ustoms Department : 
Skins of all kinds, even with the head of the 
animal attached, in the natural state, dutiable under Nos. 172 to 
175 of the Tariff, at various rates according to kind. 

Edgings (passeporls), ruches and ladves’ collars of all kinds, with 
or without needlework, dutiable under Nos. 557 to 559 of the 
Tariff, according to the material of which made. 

Glass for stained glass windows.—Only glass of which the 
maximum thickness does not exceed 4 mm, will be admitted as 
glass for stained glass windows (3 francs per 100 kilogs.) as 
described in the N.B. to No. 685 of the Tariff. 

Shovels other than spades (pelles autres que les béches), dutiable 
under Nos. 757-760 of the Tariff, according to weight. 

Locksmiths’ wares of tron, polished, dutiable under No. 7880 of 
the Tariff, at the rate of 20 francs per 100 kilogs. 

Sheet-tron, printed, for the manufacture of boxes, dutiable under 
No. 789a of the Tariff at the rate of 25 francs per 100 kilogs. 

Aniline salts, dutiable under No. 1,066a of the Tariff at the rate 
of 0.60 francs per 100 kilogs. 





ITAL Y—ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in last week’s 

Ratification and “Journal” on the subject of the new Com- 

mi dieiicat Of mercial ‘Treaty between Italy and Roumania, 

TEED! Saar” NN the Board of Trade are now in receipt, through 

mercial Treaty the Foreign Office, of information to the effect 

hii ahie tha that the ratifications of the Treaty were 

; exchanged at Bucharest on the Ist inst., and 

above Countries. § that the Treaty came into operation on the 
14th inst. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of recent Circulars issued 
by the Director-General of the Roumanian 
Customs Decisions. Customs notifying the following decisions 
affecting the application of the Roumanian 
Tariff :— 

Cotton sieves for lamps using liquid gas are dutiable according 
to Art. 379a/380 of the Tariff at the rate of 4 lei per kilog. The 
weight of the special cases in which they are usually imported is 
included. 

Cases for wall or table clocks, which are parts of such clocks, 
follow the régime of Art. 759, and are dutiable under sub-division 
(a), (b), or (c), according to class. These rates are applicable even 
if the cases are imported with the works. Works imported 
separately follow the régime of Art. 759a (daty, 150 lei per 100 
kilogs.), even if they are fixed on perforated plates. 

Complete ‘‘ Black Forest” clocks, with works fixed on wooden 
plates, and pendulums in the American style, without musical 
mechanism and without figures attached, are dutiable at the rate 
of 75 lei per 100 kilogs. when coming from a country having a 
Commercial Convention with Roumania. 

Braids, bands, sashes, &c., woven, are treated as ribbons (cf. note 
to Art. 713) if narrower than 25 centimetres, if wider they are 
treated as tissues. If they are in pieces, or if in whe) with 
marks indicating separate pieces, the surtaxes of Art. 405 (a) or (0) 
are applicable. 

Ammeters and voltmeters, are dutiable at the rate of 100 lei per 
100 kilogs. under Art. 749 ; manometers under Art. 561 at 50 lei 
per 100 kilogs 

Kilowatt-meters, gas meters, water meters and other similar 
apparatus, follow the régime of Art. 764 and pay 1°50 lei per 
kilog. 

Cinematographs and magic-lunterns, being optical apparatus, are 
classed under Art. 561 and pay 50 lei per 100 kilogs. 

Choppers (‘‘ satare”’), being articles of ordinary cutlery, follow the 
régime of Art. 65la (80 lei per 100 kilogs.). 

Sieves.—As sieves, under Art. 618, duty 20 lei per 100 kilogs 
are dutiable also per forated sheets of iron, whether in frames or not, 
but having margins on all sides, ready for use as sieves for 
winnowing or threshing machines, &c. If they are of tin-plate, or 
enamelled, painted, &c., they are dutiable under Arts. 619-21. 

Perforated sheets ir pieces, without margins or dividing spaces, 
are to be considered simply as perforated sheets, and dutiable 
under Arts. 590-3 in combination with Art. 594. 

Small fire-arms marked “ Floberd,” not being for sport, are 
dutiable under Art. 655 (b) at the rate of 150 lei per 100 kilogs. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





ROU MAN l[A—continued. 


Apparatus for sprinkling vines (peronospora appliances) are 
dutiable under Art. 737 as pumps (8 lei per 100 kilogs.). 


Steam, gas, &c., engines.—As machines worked by steam, gas, &c., 
referred to under Art. 735, are to be understood only the motors, 
and not the machines which are driven by these motors, nor the 
boilers (generators). The latter are dutiable under Art. 617 at the 
rate of 25 lei per 100 kilogs. 


Fine matertals.—For the purposes of the Tariff, the following 
materials are considered fine materials: amber, tortoise-shell, 
mother-of-pearl, ivory, real jet, meerschaum, precious metals, also 
gilt metals and gilt or silvered thread (wire), precious or semi- 
precious stones, lace, embroidery and all articles of silk, also tissues 
or thread containing 30 per cent. or more of silk. 


Machines, vehicles, and safes.—In assessing duty on machines 
and vehicles for which the Tariff provides different rates of duty 
according to the weight per article, the net weight of the machines 
or vehicles without packing is to be taken in determining the 
rate of duty applicable. The amount of duty is to be calculated 
according to the gross weight, 7.e., with the packing, according 
to the provisions of the Tare Law. Both the gross and net weights 
are to be shown in the declaration. 


In the case of strong boxes and safes designated in Art. 622 b, 
the gross weight, including packing, is to be taken as the basis for 
the assessment of duty, in accordance with the special provisions 
of the Convention with the United Kingdom. 


Rolled iron in the form of twist {‘ colaei”) is dutiable under Art. 
586 (3 lei per 100 kilogs.) when imported for wire drawing. If 
imported in a round or rectangular shape for any other use, it 
follows the régime of Art. 588 (5 lei per 100 kilogs). 


Cocoa nut fat.—By virtue of the minute of the Superior 
Sanitary Council, No. 153—,of 6th and 9th February, 1907, per- 
mission is granted for the importation of cocoa nut fat in boxes or 
packets, bearing on the labels the denomination “‘ cocoa nut fat” 
in large letters, to which may be added other special names 
commonly used in trade, such as vegetaline, laureol, cunerol, &c. 
This fat is white in colour, without any particular taste or smell, 
and the duty thereon is assessed according to Art. 26 of the Tariff 
at the rate of 140 lei per 100 kilogs. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES—-SAN DOMINGO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of the Dominican ‘ Gaceta Oficial” for the 

te ata 23rd February last containing the text of a 
onang Treaty between the United States of America 


Customs i 

nae and San Domingo, which provides for the 
pee even administration of the Dominican Customs by 
yg” rey officials appointed by the President of the 


United States, as part of a scheme for the pay- 
ment of the debts of the Republic. The ‘Treaty also stipulates 
that the Dominican import duties shall not be modified except by 
previous agreement with the United States, and on certain pre- 
scribed conditions. 

The complete Treaty (in English) may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
H.C. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


RUSSIA: 


With reference to the notice on p. 27 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 4th instant respecting Russian rail- 


Kherson- way construction in 1906, and especially to 
oie the list there quoted of lines opened for traffic 


last year, the British Vice-Consul at Nicolaieff 
(Mr. Picton Bagge) reports that the Kherson-Nicolaieff railway is 
not yet completed, and that it will probably not be open to traffic 
before the autumn of this year. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste (Mr. J. B. Spence) reports that the 
New Line of Trieste Austrian Steamship Company “ Unione 
incncianiun teatihiniies Austriaca di Navigazione, gia Austro-Americana 
Trieste and e Fili Cosulich” will initiate on the 10th July 

, a monthly line of steamers between Trieste and 

New Orleans. = New Orleans for passengers and goods. This 
line has already obtained the approval of the Louisiana State, and 
of the southern railways of the United States. Three steamers 
will be reserved for the service. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—MEXICO. 


According to the “Mexican Herald” the American Hawaiian 
Steamship Company, which already runs two 
re lines of steamers, one between the Mexican 
; Gulf and United States Atlantic ports, and 

North a the other on the Pacific (see ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Bien ane. Journal” of 13th December, 1906, p. 521), is 
arranging to run a service regularly between 

North Pacific ports and Salina Cruz, the Pacific terminus of the 


Tehuantepec Railway. 








GUATEMALA. 


The following particulars of the progress of the Guatemala Railway* 
p f are extracted from a despatch received from 
as ASN H.M. Legation at Guatemala :-— 


— “The opening of the Guatemala Railway to 
rtcen Se traffic as far as the town of Sanarate, forty miles 
Opening for 


from the Capital, has created a certain excite- 
ment, as showing that work is being pushed 
actively and that the completion of the rail- 
way to the Capital is now an assured fact and 
may be expected within eight or ten months. It is necessary to 
have resided in Guatemala . . . in order to realise the 
satisfaction with which the prospect of soon having a competing 
route to the existing railway is regarded. So much importance 
does the President attach to the completion of the line, which 
will unquestionably give a great impulse to foreign trade, that he 
announces his intention of celebrating the occasion by issuing a 
law doing away with the restrictions on free labour, besides other 
important measures. The Port of Barrios will in consequence 
soon come to be of great importance, as it is probable that three- 
fourths of the total imports into the Republic will be introduced 
there.” 


* See p. 371 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 23rd August, 1906, and previous 
notices. 


Steamer Com- 
munication from 
Great Britain. 





BOLIVIA. 
The British Vice-Consul at Sucre (Mr. E. F. Moore) refers, in his 
; report for 1906 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
Alternative 3,758), to the congested state of the port of 


Routes for P Antofagasta and to the maintenance by the 
— . Antofagasta Railway of high rates of freight, 
Goods. which have obliged importers to seek an 


alternative route through Argentina, by rail to Humahuaca, 
thence by mule to the interior, and gives a table showing the 
relative advantage of both routes, which should prove of use to 
shippers and agents. The report may be obtained at a cost of 


2d., from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, H.C. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


An official investigation was held in the Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on the 11th April, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler that occurred 
on the steamship ‘“ Montgomeryshire” near 
Calcutta on the 3rd February last, causing the 
death of two firemen and injury to three others. 

The explosion was found to be due to a defective joint in one of 
the manhole doors. ‘The Commissioners attached no blame to the 
engineers of the vessel and made no order as to costs. 


Enquiry under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 





EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE: 


According to the Report for the year 1905-6 on the East Africa 

Protectorate, no important discoveries of 

Minerals. minerals took place during that year, but many 

parts of the Protectorate are still so little known 

that it is impossible to say what its resources in this direction 

may be. A geologist at the time the report was written (5th 

December, 1906) was engaged in examining the districts bordering 
on the Uganda Railway. 

Limestone quarries exist near Kitui, Makindu, Kiambu, and on 
Lusinga Island in Lake Victoria; and good building stone is 
nearly everywhere obtainable. On Mombasa Island and on the 
coast generally, coral rock is used tor building purposes and also 
for producing lime. Negotiations are in progress for working the 
deposits of carbonate of soda at Lake Magadi. In many districts 
iron occurs abundantly, but it has not been worked except by 
natives, who use it for weapons and ornaments. Mica is met 
with, but not so far in pieces of sufficient size to attract serious 
attention. Graphite, opals, and garnets have been discovered in 
different parts of the Protectorate, and two concessions have 
recently been granted to prospect in what are supposed to be 
diamondiferous deposits in the Elgeyo valley. (Colomal Office, 
Annual Reports, 519.) 





TOBAGO. 


A preliminary report by the Government Geologist on the 

Island of Tobago, together with a geological 
Geological Report. sketch-map of the Island, has been received, 

through the Colonial Office, and may be in- 
spected by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 








RUSSIA. 


e “Moniteur du Pétrole Roumain” (Bucharest) publishes the 
following official statistics of the production 














eee and export of Russian petroleum in 1906, with 
5 Besert comparative figures for the two preceding 
- f years :— 
an 1904. 1905. 1906. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Total production ... nine 10,482,605 7,371,576 8,173,051 
Export : 
Lamp oil (lampant) ...| —_1,353,047 597,562 352,386 
Crude oil (hwile)  ... 163,278 139,123 106,313 
| Bee 14,300 12,159 17,422 
Residues “ee 42,257 27,641 26,390 
Total export oe 1,572,882 776,485 502,511 














N ote-—The above figures of export relate only to petroleum exported vid 
Batoum and Novorossisk, which forms about 90 per cent. of the total exports 
from Russia. 





FRANCE—-NEW CALEDONIA. 


The Acting British Consul at Noumea (Mr. T. Manning) gives, in 

Sitenal ine. his recent report, the following figures showing 

duction in 1906 the quantity and value of the minerals exported 
‘from New Caledonia in the last two years :— 














1905. 1906, 
Minerals. , SAR. sath 
Tons. Value. Tons. Value. 
£ £ 

Nickel ... wis eee} 125,289 225,520 130,688 156,825 
Chrome ae Te 88,3638 57,367 98,671 
Cobalt ... =a bbe 7,919 38,011 2,487 9,948 
Total ... o-| 184,582 351,894 190,542 265,444 

















(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,759). 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E. 
Seymour Bell) reports thata patent has recently 

6 9. 
Fre been secured in the United States for a process 
oe Petts Meortite of producing gas for power purposes, which will 
“ee _— probably be of considerable interest to those 
engaged in the automobile industry, and, incidentally, the alcohol 
trade. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





The new process consists of bringing a spray of atomized, diluted 
alcohol into contact with calcium carbide, thereby forming an 
explosive vapour. This product which is a combination of air, 
alcohol vapour and acetylene gas, is what is known as “‘ alkoethine.” 
The vapour passes by suction into the cylinder of the engine to be 
exploded. ‘I'he apparatus is simple in construction and may be 
adapted to any high speed gasolene motor. 

It is claimed that whereas denatured alcohol is too slow in 
vapourising and too slow in explosion to give effective value to 
high speed motors, and whereas acetylene gas is too powerful and 
violent to be used pure as a motor fuel, a combination of the two 
gives a perfectly satisfactory fuel which costs less than gasolene. 

Some particulars which have been supplied to Mr. Bell may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 








YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 
issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
a Weavi quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
nae ehbagies woven goods produced, in each Province in 
met British India, and in the Native States, during 
January ‘of each of the years 1905, 1906, and 1907, and in the 
ten months ended January of those years. 
The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 
above return, giving particulars for the ten months ended January, 


1905, 1906, and 1907 :— 


Cotton Spinning 











Ten Months ended January. 
1905, 1906. 1907, 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
| STATES. 

Cotton yarn spun ... von Lbs. | 474,440,113 | 569,232,877 | 554,013,174 
Grey and bleached piec » | 109,941,364 | 113,509,427 | 114,673,546 
goods ne aie mie Yards} 462,919,050 | 477,770,150 | 503,386,182 
, : Lbs. *23 758,868 

Coloured piece goods ae oo Lbs. Lbs. Alt ng 
. | Yards 21,967,857 | 25,073,067 | 4 *96,585,420 
Grey and coloured sent Lbs 1.217.069 

(other than piece goods) ' ones 
Hosiery esi pie aed ” 687,542 666,281 717,985 
Miscellaneous good bie - 2,044,832 932,940 256,894 














*The quantities of “coloured piece goods” and of “ grey and coloured goods 
(other than piece goods)” produced in the Native States, not being separately 
stated, the total amounts are included in the figures given for ‘“‘ coloured piece 


goods.” 
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AGRICULTURE, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 

Corn Prices. the week ended the 20th April, 1907, were 
as follows :— 





Wheat ... die vee ... 268. 8d. 
Barley ... re ue svi ie “Oe 
Oats... kd .. 188. 7d. 


For further particulars see p. 190. 


A statement is published on p. 191, showing the quantities of 
the various descriptions of agricultural produce 


Imports of Agri- ae : ; . 
ported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 46k ended the 20th April, with compara- 


tive figures for the corresponding week in 1906. 





BRITISH INDIA, 


The ‘‘ Indian Trade Journal” quotes from the Report on the Forest 
Administration of the Central Provinces for 
1905-06 the following information regarding 
the experiments undertaken in Raipur with the 
- object of developing the lac industry. The areas selected were 
parts of the Laon and Sirpur Ranges, and a special establishment 
under an Extra-Assistant Conservator of Forests was sanctioned for 
the control of the work. Seventeen forest villages were started to 
provide labour, and the villagers were induced to take up the 
cultivation of 1,076 kussam trees on the understanding that they 
would receive three-fourths of the crop. It was anticipated that 
the hot-weather crop from these trees would provide enough seed- 
lac to increase the number of trees cultivated to some 4,000 to 
5,000; but unfortunately bad weather prevailed through the 
swarming season, and was followed by unusually intense heat in 
April, May, and June, so that the greater part of the crop failed. 
About 1,000 trees have, however, been infected for the winter crop, 
and it is hoped that the result will be satisfactory. It is estimated 
that there are at least 150,000 kussam trees in the Raipur forests, 
and that each tree under cultivation should give an average 
annual profit to Government of not less than Rs. 2. 

The Report adds that apart from the Raipur district, there are 
great opportunities for the extension of lac cultivation in Bilaspur, 


Balaghat, North Chanda, and Bhandara. 


Lac in the Central 
Provinces. 








SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


In his prefatory report to the Agricultural and Live Stock 

Statistics of South Australia for 1905-6, the 
Wine Industry. Government Statist (Mr. L. H. Sholl) states 
that. vine-growing in that State is becoming 




















Apr. 25, 1907.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 183 


a _ ee  ~  t a 











Agriculture. 





one of the most important industries, the production of wine 
having increased fourfold during the past decade. In 1897 there 
were 18,353 acres with 6,809,737 vines in bearing, and 2,493,928 
non-bearing. In 1906 the area had increased to 23,603 acres, the 
number of bearing vines to 10,924,209, and the non-bearing to 
1,802,237. The quantity of wine made from the vintage of 1905, 
inclusive of that made by winemakers as well as by the growers, 
was 2,845,853 gallons, compared with 2,625,430 gallons in 1905. 
In 1897 the production of wine amounted to 594 538 gallons only. 
Grapes returned as sold, chiefly to winemakers, amounted to 
293,961 cwts. in 1900-6, as against 269,534 cwts. in the previous 
"ear. 

The following statement shows the quantity of wine made, the 
quantity in stock, and the quantity of locally distilled spirits 
produced :— 



































| Wine Exported. 
Year of Wine Winein | Spirits 
Vintage. made. Stock, made. 

Quantity. Value. 

| | 
Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. £ Gallons. 
1904... ...| 2,345,270 5,300,000 | 686,159 107,573 | 282,929 
1905... ...| 2.045,458 | 5,304,236 | 727,746 107,792 306,314 
NATAL. 


In the annual Report of the Durban Chamber of Commerce it is 
eusett of stated that the quantity of blackwattle bark 
Blackwattle Bark exported from Natal in 1906 was 14,756 tons, 

’ of a declared value of 89,856/., compared with 
17,513 tons in 1905 of a declared value of 102,666/. The decrease 
in value is not quite proportionate to the decrease in quantity, owing 
to prices in 1906 being on a somewhat higher level than in 1905, 
namely, 6/. 0s. 8d. per ton average, as against 51. 17s. 3d. The 
decrease in the quantity exported is explained by the fact that 
many of the old plantations had been cut down and the young 
plantations were not, ready for stripping in sufficient quantity to 
keep up the supply, and by the temporary stoppage of transport in 
some parts of Zululand during the native disturbances. 


With regard to tea the Report states that 150 acres of new land 
have been planted with tea during the present 

Tea Industry. | season, which will raise the total area of tea 
plantations in the Colony to 5,750 acres. The 

total output in 1907 should realise 2,000,000 lbs. ‘of manufactured 
tea. 
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Agriculture. 





The magnificent rainfall since the opening of the season in 
October last has been most beneficial to the tea industry, and with 
careful picking and manufacturing, the quality of Natal teas will, 
it is stated, be better than ever before. 

The quantity of tea (gross weight) consigned by rail from the 
principal producing centres was 1,183 tons (of 2,000 lbs.) in 1906 
as compared with 1,305 tons in the preceding year. 





EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE: 


The Report on the East Africa Protectorate, recently issued by the 
Cotton Colonial Office, states that the amount of cotton 
Cultivation exported has increased from 25 tons (valued at 
600/.) in 1904-5 to 80 tons (2,600/.) in 1905-6. 

Considerable attention is now being paid to the cultivation of 
this product, which is likely to develop into one of the staple 
exports of the Colony. The coast districts and the country near 
the lake are exceedingly fertile, and the quality of the cotton 


produced is particularly good. 


The development of the fibre-bearing land, of which large areas 
are to be found in various parts of the Protecto- 

Fibre. rate, is now being seriously taken in hand, and 

it is expected that fibre will soon be a most 

important export. The amount of fibre of all kinds shipped in 
1905-6 was valued at 2,500/. (Colonial Office, Annual Reports, 519.) 





FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 
H.M. Consul-General at Dakar (Capt. C. F. Cromie, C.M.G.), 


in his report on the trade and agriculture of 
Rubber Industry. French West Africa for 1905-6, states that in 

1905 the export of rubber from French West 
Africa was about 300 tons below the average. This shortage was 
entirely from the Ivory Coast and was mainly due to two reasons. 
First, adulteration, which made Ivory Coast rubber to a certain 
extent unacceptable in Europe; and secondly, less rubber was 
brought across the Gold Coast frontier from Ashanti to exchange 
for gunpowder at Aboisso. In 1906 the deficiency was made good, 
and the total exports for the year were about 100 tons above the 
average. 

A special survey is being made of the chief rubber-producing 
districts, which will eventually be divided into three categories, as 
follows :-— 

1. Unexploited districts. These consist only of a few regions in 
the Ivory Coast forests. 

2. Districts which are exploited, but have not been spoiled by 
excessive production and unscientific methods of collection. 
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Agriculture. 








3. Districts which have been spoiled for the above reasons. 
These latter are in the majority. 

When the survey and classification are complete, the Governor- 
General will by decree close the worst districts to rubber collection, 
so as to give the plants time to recuperate. 

A beginning will probably be made in 1908. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,763.) 





PERSIA. 


A detailed report on the production of rice in the Provinces of 
, , Ghilan, Mazanderan and Astarabad has been 
Rice Production ceived from the British Vice-Consul at Resht 

in Ghilan, &. = (Mr. H. L. Rabino). From this report it 
appears that the cultivation of rice has made great progress in 
Ghilan, The rice of Ghilan is considered to be superior to that of 
Mazanderan ; the best qualities of Ghilan can be purchased in 
Teheran, although Mazanderan and Asterabad, being closer to the 
capital, supply it under normal circumstances. 

The exports of rice to Russia from the provinces named were as 
follows : — 

Rice Exports to Russia. 























1903-04. | 1904-05. 1905-06. 
From, | | 
| Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
seo Ibs. |. & | Ibs. £ Ibs. 3 
Ghilan... _ ...|145,571,335 | 315,554 | 85,682,766 | 325,789 | 88,145,915 | 408,896 
Mazanderan ...| 20,685,821 | 70,150 | 24,384,282 | 87,524 | 23,564,892 | 76,561 
Astarabad ...| 173,888 697 | 76,752 | 307 | 433,806 | 1,719 








-—— +% 





The complete report may be seen by persons interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BRAZIL: 


The Monthly Bulletin of the International Bureau of the American 
.. Republics states that there have been dis- 
REPT TEC oreted recently in the forests along the banks 

State of Piauhy. oF the Parnahyba River, in the State of Piauhy, 
great areas covered with rubber trees of the manigoba variety, 
which, it is expected, when developed, will be a source of great 
revenue to that State. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 18th April, 1907, 
Cotton Statistics. was 77,770 (including 411 bales British West 
Indian), and the number imported during the 
sixteen weeks ended the 18th April was 2,300,349 (including 
2.222 bales British West Indian and 1,512 bales British West 
African). As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 
the 18th April, 1907, 5,499 bales, and for the sixteen weeks, 
209,288. 
For further details see p. 190. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders and of 


administration orders under Sec. 125 (Deceased 


— —— Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted in 
— England and Wales during the month and 
three months ending 31st March, 1907, will be found on pp. 192-3. 





BRITISH INDIA, 


According to a memorandum received at the Board of Trade 
from the India Office, the quantity of beer 
Breweries. brewed in India in 1905 amounted to 5,994,955 
gallons, of which 45 per cent. was bought 
by the Army Commissariat. There are 27 breweries, of which 
one at Delhi did not work. ‘Twenty-one are private property 
and six are owned by five joint-stock companies with nominal 
capital of Rs. 24,80,000, of which Rs. 23,89,110 was paid up 
at the end of 1905-U6. ‘Twelve of the breweries are situated 
at stations in the Himalayas from Murree to Darjeeling, and 
much of the beer is brewed there. A large quantity is also 
brewed at Lucknow, Rawalpindi, Poona, Bangalore, Jubbulpore, 
at and near Ootacamund, and at Quetta and Mandalay. The 
largest of the breweries is at Murree, the Kasaul and Poona 
breweries standing next. More than one-third of the whole pro- 
duction is brewed in the Panjab. The beer brewed in Indian 
breweries is sold for the most part at prices varying from twelve 
annas to one rupee a gallon. 
The quantity of beer brewed in India and imported is as 
follows :— 


Year. Brewed in India. Year ended Imported. 
gallous. 3lst March. gallons. 
1901... = 8,504,453 1901-02... 3,673,852 
1902 ... 6,474,860 1902-03 ... 3,820,938 
1903... = 6,067,041 1903-04... 4,062,016 
1904 ... 6,219,761 1904-05 ... 4,607,530 
1905... 5,994,955 1905-06... 0,002,448 
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Miscellaneous. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The foltowing figures, showing the values of the Imports and 
Exports of Newfoundland in the years 1904-5 
Trade in 1905-6. and 1905-6, are extracted from the Governor’s 
report on the Foreign 'rade and Commerce of 
Newfoundland :— 


were ae 

















| 1904-5, | 1905-6. 
Country. |——————_ --_----—_—__—_ 
Imports. Exports. | Imports. | Exports. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
United Kingdom aan we) 2,654.908 | 1,940,945 | 2,651,196 | 1,662,612 
Canada ... » 4,105,569 | 1,135,848 | 3,521,939 | 1,777,169 


United States of America ...._ 2,750,114 | 1,418,624 | 3,609,192 | 1/278,997 
Other Countries... ... «| ~~: 768,702 | 6,173,925 | 631,947 | 7,367,498 





Total ... ... 10,279,293 | 10,669,342 | 10,414,274 | 12,086,276 























EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The following figures, extracted from the Report for 1905-6 on 
the trade of the Kast Africa Protectorate, show 

Trade in 1905-6. the value of the imports and exports for that 
year, as compared with the preceding year :—- 


— - ne —— ——_ —-—$ 




















Imports.* | Exports. 
From and To— tome ovine | 
| 1904-5. 1905-6. 1901-5. 190°-6. 
: £ £ £ x 
United Kingdom ... ee 165,484 227,950 36,834 38,796 
British Possessions... $00 151,383 199,645 | 61,112 58,546 
Foreign Countries ... 201,276 244,765 | 136,718 235,496 
Total eee we 518,143 672,360 | 234,664 332,838 











—— —_-- --——_—__ -——- oe el - — —-— _——=— = —_— —~_-——._ + ---—s 


* These figures do not include importations on behalf of the Hast Africa or 
Uganda Administrations, or for the construction and maintenance of the Uganda 
Railway, of specie, or of goods in transit. 


Of the wares brought into the country for trading purposes 
cotton goods head the list. They have increased by 950 per cent., 
with an importation of 210,000/. against 145,000/. in the previous 
year. The United Kingdom and India have each contributed 25 
per cent. of the total amount imported, America 18 per cent., and 
Holland 14 per cent.; but, as the printed cloth from Holland has 
mostly been manufactured in Lancashire and sent to Holland to 
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Miscellaneous. 








be hand printed, the total contribution from the United Kingdom 
stands at about 39 per cent. Although American sheetings are 
slightly more expensive than Lancashire and Bombay makes, 
they are more durable, and consequently command a large sale. 
(Colonial Office, Annual Reports, 519.) 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “ Feuille Fédérale Suisse” of 17th April contains a copy of a 
Law enacting the following provisions respecting 


eae c<tha - concessions of water power in Switzerland :— 
The utilisation of water power is to be super- 
Concessions. 


vised by the Swiss Federal Government, which 
will enact laws regarding the granting and holding of concessions, 
as well as the transmission and distribution of electric power, the 
provisions necessary for safeguarding public interests and ensuring 
the rational utilisation of water power. Allowing for the insertion 
in concessions of clauses in conformity with Federal legislation, 
the Cantonal Governments may grant concessions, and fix and levy 
the dues payable for the use of water power. The taxes must not 
be of such a nature as to render the utilisation of water power too 
onerous. When a question arises as to the utilisation of power 
obtained from sections of water common to several cantons or on 
the frontier of the country, the Federal Government is empowered, 
after considering the representations of the Cantons interested, to 
grant the concession and to fix the dues payable to the Cantons. 
The derivation of water power from abroad shail not be allowed 
without the authority of the Federal Government. Allowing for 
exceptions that may be provided for by Federal legislation, the 
provisions of this Law shall be applicable to existing water 
power concessions. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In a preliminary report on the trade and commerce of Savannah 
: for the year 1906, by H.M. Consul (Col. 
aoe H. W. R: de Coétlogon), it is stated that the 
P production of resin, turpentine, &c., in the 
Industry : Gradual . ; . ’ 
United States is generally regarded as 
Exhaustion of wanes | ’ 
Stes Marente having about reached its limit, owing to the 
gradual but steady exhaustion of the pine 
trees. Every year the virgin forests of Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
and Mississippi are being more and more encroached upon, and 
it is only a question of time when the sources of supply of the 
country will be greatly reduced. At Savannah the business done 
in this branch of trade is still important, but the tendency at 
present seems to indicate a yearly decrease hereafter. 
Much of the resin and turpentine brought to and exported from 
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Savannah and Brunswick comes from the pine sections of Georgia, 
Florida and Alabama, and a great deal of damage was done last 
autumn throughout this territory by destructive storms and forest 
fires, which injured many of the turpentine “ boxes.” 





MANCHURIA. 


The following information concerning the trade of Mukden, 
Trade of furnished by the Mukden Treasury, has been 
Mokden. received from H.M. Consul-General there (Mr. 

H. E. Fulford, C.M.G.):— 

The principal goods coming into Mukden are foreign yarn, 
kerosine oil, flour, and piece goods, which come by way of 
Newchivang ; grain from the neighbouring districts ‘ona from 
Hai Chéng and Kai Ping; coal from the Eastern hills; native 
cloth from Shantung and Chihli; native opium from the province 
of Kirin; foreign opium from Newchwang ; tobacco leaf from 
Kirin and T iehling and the surrounding districts ; and raw cotton, 
cotton fabrics, sea products, paper, cigars and cigarettes from 
Japan by way of Dalny. The annual values of the imports of 
these goods are approximately as follow :—- 


Taels. 
Grain ei sid we ... 8,000,000 
Coal... eee eee eee ove 3,000;000 
Cotton goods van sn .-» 1,000,000 
Silk and satin goods ‘ies ... 200,000 
Opium a “es wii ni 600,000 
Tobacco... ae 300,000 


Foreign piece goods and sundries... 5 9,000,000 


The principal goods that go out, eae not produced in 
Mukden, are beancake, raw silk, skins, samehu and tobacco leaf, 
the total annual value of these being about 15,000,000 taels. 





JAPAN. 


The Acting British Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. T. 
, Harrington) has forwarded samples of a sub- 
Substitute for stance similar to Irish moss, made from 
irish oes : “ Funori” (clceopeltis intricaia), which is manu- 
Samples on View: factured in Japan on a small scale sufficient 
apparently for local needs, and sold at an average price of lds. per 
100 sheets (each about 27 inches by 14 inches). 
The samples may be inspected at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 16 Weeks 
ended 18th April, 1907 :— 






































T 
: 
Week ended | '® Weeks Week ended| 16 Weeks 
-——— 18th April, | 46 2, | 18th April, : , 
1907 18th April, | 1904 18th April, 
; 1907. . 1907, 
| IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
ci. 
No. | No. No. No. 
American in bes bai 66,433 | 1,851,415 I 3,028 102,422 
Brazilian 9... eee ae 6624 | 119,121 || = 1,295 "9.454 
East Indian ... ne bie 2.056 | 62,370 | 514 16,531 
SE Raapeigemtices tesa cet 2.659 | 236,847 || 226 77,580 
Miscellaneous a sid 998* {| 30,596T || 436 3,296 
Ee} 
Total... ooo rf 77,770 | 2,300,349 | 5,499 209,283 
| 
* Including 411 ba'es British West Indian. 
t ~- naan « a a , and 1,512 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 20th April, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 











Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

&. a, ~~ Bi a 

Week ended 20th April, 1907... __... | 26 8 3s 8 iw 7 
Corresponding week in— | 

1900 ... oe see owe aes a 25 2 17 11 

¥901 ... eee bee pee eee iar ae Ss 25 8 18 8 

1902 ... eee eee dee eee ot 8.9 26 5 21 6 

1903 ... cee oes ~ oes wilt SR: 3 21 9 | ie 

1904 ... ooo oe 200 eee a a 22 0 16 4 

19065 ... eee ove 20s vee ooo] “80: --8 24 4 17 5 

1906 ... ose cee bas ove whe sa 24 0 ne .: 3 














i 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperia] bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 20th April, 1907, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 








Week ended | Correspond- 
iemebhietey 20th Apr., | ing Week in 
1907, 1906. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves a Number. 10,268 9,043 
Shep and lambs wee -- ie lm ” 2,928 4,129 
wine eee eee eee eee 99 7 — 
Horses ... ove eee - eee ” 199 518 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef (including Refrigerated and Frozen)...| COwts. 143,600 129.249 
Mutton. “ ia 147.792 107,186 
Pork : -~ . re 12,224 6,225 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... eo eet tie al Cwts. yen er 
Beef eee ese ese eee o - ” 92: ,609 
Hams eee eee eee eee eee ee ” oo “aa 
Pork eee eee ee 3 ? ’ 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ee e ” 16,838 19,242 
- - salted . ” 982 xt 
» preserved otherwise than by salting ” 5,630 15,291 
(including Tinned and Canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter site wt a. 2 Cwts. 79,766 72,163 
Margarine ee er ee ae ” 19,10% 17,125 
Cheese ... “ac he. | « 9 15,658 29,932 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums om ee ” ag ag a 
” cream eee eee eee eee eee ” 36 37 
»» condensed a ove . | 13,778 19,180 
» preserved, other kinds... sxe sail . | 83 41 
Eggs eee oes oe ee .. | Grt. Hundr. | 244,416 220.991 
Poultry oon | ont lf Value £ ey ey 
yame ee ee ” ’ 7 
Rabbits, dead (Fresh and Frozen) ie Owts. 11,233 8,096 
Lard = 35,966 52,152 
Corn, grain, “meal, ‘and flour :— 
Wheat ... we 1,854,800 1,659,900 
Wheat meal and flour “ be a ‘9 243,300 211,600 
= ae a “ 9 174,400 132,300 
Oats enh _ es eve ons a 198,700 316 600 
— om | ed bab 9 — — 
eans oes exe - a ” é 
Maize or Indian corn . ee ee 99 589,600 665,100 
ruit, raw :— 
Apples one oleae « wm Cwts 39,580 28,311 
Apricots and peaches... oes eee 9 — — 
Bananas . ~~. = <a ee 156,006 142,056 
Cherries .. one - ents ows Cwts. - _ 
Currants... eee eee ese ees eee ” — — 
Gooseberries eee eee - *” — —_ 
Grapes ... eee ee ese oes _ a 367 377 
Lemons ... eee eee eee eee ee ” 18,909 21,862 
Oranges eee eee ee ee eee ee 9 ae 147,627 
Pears ... ee oi es on . 3 508 
Plums eee occ - ee ee 99 _ — 
Strawberries  ... ec eee - es - — — 
Unenumerated ... on “ eve ee ~ 15 2,092 
Hay... ose ove ec 0 eee - Tons. 2,487 3,438 
Straw one eee ee - eee - 903 1,484 
Moss Litter a “ = o ° 1,876 2,246 
Hops _ coe ee cee Owts. 922 4,479 
Locust Beans... “ ooo ove - 28,600 5,920 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions one eee - - Bushels. 135,538 210,148 
Potatoes -_ ane _ Cwts. 121,182 31,031 
Tomatoes eee toe - 23,794 29,917 
Unenumerated ... eee ose - w-| Walue £ 13,075 13,506 
Ve — dried eve on eve Cwts. 1,180 903 
by canning... oon ‘i . 2,532 6,589 














a 


Total of Butter, week ended 13th April, should be 88,093 cwts. instead of 110,717 cwts. 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders under 
Sec. 125 (Deceased Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted 


in the undermentioned Principal Trades and Occupations during 


the periods indicated :— 














Three Months 

















































March. ended 31st Mar. 

1907. | 1906. | 1907. | 1906. 
No. No. No. No. 

Total gazetted... coe ee a: eo 425 1,083 | 1,254 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
NG eso i  e e e 21 | 32 75 90 
a i ee 80 | 88 | GI 97 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. me 8 | 2 | Gi! 77 
Farmers... ... , 16 | i | 4% 66 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,dc, ... eee a 6 16 2 48 
Tailors, &c. ... 12 9 | BB 25 
pe ee ae ane 3...) 32 36 
Bakers ran a — wr wi m6 3 7 2d 27 
Boot and shoe manufacturersand dealers ...| 12 | 12 28 87 
Decorators, painters, plumbers,éc, ... = «.. 9 5 25 33 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. oe mee 6 | 8 22 28 
Fishmongers, poulterers,dc, ... soe ob I 7 21 28 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 6 7 18 25 
Confectioners one _ woe se 8 2 18 6 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths, &c. 5 2 6 12 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eco ow a) 4 19 9 
Clerks, commercial and general ... eve 6 7 14 19 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 

ee as oe ee ee 3 7 a 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ae a 6 |; 38 13 | 8 
Agents, commission and general sin a 4 | 7 | 12 13 
Lodging-housekeepers ... ss eee ows 5 — 12 9 
Travellers,commercial ...  ... ave 2 2 11 11 
Furniture dealersand makers... ove 2 2 11 7 
eae eee ee eee 6 | 4 11 11 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers on 2 3 10 8 
Provision merchants, &c, ... ies oce 3 5 10 10 
Generaldealers ... occ ove ove ons 3 4 10 9 
Carriers,carmen, lightermen,and hauliers_... 4 6 10 12 
Carriage, &c., builders ... — aes ots 6 2 10 5 

















Apr. 25, 1907. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 








Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 








March. 


1906. 








Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions—continued: 


China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers «. 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 
Hairdressers... oe ove eee eee ° 
Chemists, druggists and chemical] manufacturers 
Architects and surveyors ... eee eee e 
Gardeners, florists,&c, ... eee ove oe 
Solicitors 


Directors and promoters of public companies 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... oe 
Printers, booksellers,and publishers... 
Clothiers, outfitters,&c. ... aes one 
Merchants, general coe eee eee 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ove 


oo = & SG 








Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... o- | 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. on a on ai 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 

Engineers and founders, dc. ___... ove one 
Stationers ... eee ose oe oe oes 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, cue ose eee 
Carpenters and joiners sel 
Contractors ove ove eee enn ..| 


Saddlersand harness makers ...- eee 
Stone, marble and monumental musons, &c, ... 


[ronmongers ose enn eee 
Officersin Army ... eee eee ove ‘ 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, ove oe os 


Wheelwrights ons ana sist asi ee 


oo wm mw te | 





Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c. ... o | 


Brokers, stock and share ... 

Millers one eve sn oon ra 
Cattle and pigdealers._..... ese ose ees 
Timber merchants... 

Cotton spinnersand manufacturers ... 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants éne 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... oe. 








No. 


el ee ee ee eer eee ee ee ee a ee ee 








Three Months 
| ended 31st Mar. 


1907. 


No. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1907, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 2d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, in two 
volumes, and a supplementary volume, may be purchased at a 
cost of 7s. 8d. for the first, 4s. 2d. for the second, and 3s. 11d. for 
the supplementary volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthl 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume; details as to customs 
revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country in 
the second volume; and in the supplementary volume abstract 
and detailed tables showing countries of consignment of imports 
and countries of ultimate destination of exports, 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of ‘l'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the April issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in March; Profit-Sharing, 1905-1906 ; 
Wages and Hours of Labour of Masons and Bricklayers in 
Germany ; Industrial Life Assurance Companies; Small Holdings 
in Great Britain ; Co-operative Productive Societies ; Recent 
Conciliation Cases. 


PATENT OFFICE PUBLICATIONS. 
Journals. 


The following Journals are published every Wednesday at the 
Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, W.C. The price of 
each is 6d., by post 8d. :— 

1, “ Illustrated Official Journal (Patents),” containing lists of 
applications for patents, proceedings relating to patents, illus- 
trated abridgments of specifications, lists of registered designs, and 
reports of patent, and design trade mark cases. 

2. ‘Trade Marks Journal,” containing lists of applications for 
trade marks, with illustrations. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Abridgments of Patent Specifications. 


Illustrated abridgments of specifications are arranged in 146 


classes according to subjects. 


The sets for seven consecutive 


periods, extending from 1855 to 1900, are complete, and 132 
volumes have already been published for the eighth period, 1901-4. 
The following have been issued during the current week :— 
Class 126. Stoves, ranges, and fireplaces. 
, 132. Toys, games, and exercises. 
,, 1383. Trunks, portmanteaus, hand and like travelling 
bags, baskets, hampers, and other wickerwork. 
The price of each volume is ls., including inland postage. 
They may be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, Southampton 
Buildings, W.C. A complete list of the classes will be supplied 


gratis on application. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of ‘Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,762. Trade of Oporto, 1906. 


Increase in imports of an- 
thracite coal, now largely used 
for power gas plant. 

Notes. on importation of 
motor cars, chemical manures, 
copper sulphate, textiles, and 
machinery. 

Export of wine to United 


Kingdom shows considerable in- 
crease over that of 1905; details 
of proposed measures to govern 
export of wine and spirits. 

Dividends paid by company- 
owned cotton mills. 

Returns of shipping at Oporto 
and Leixoes. 


No. 2,763. Trade and Agriculture of French West Africa, 
1905-06. 


Table showing prosperous 
financial condition of French 
West Africa at close of 1905-6. 

Programme of public works 
to be undertaken. 

Increase in trade during 
1905, British share of the 
volume being 28°7 per cent. 


Notes on production of 
rubber and cotton, also on 
stock-raising and fishing in- 
dunstries. 

Tables of imports, exports, 
and shipping of the various 
colonies. 


No. 3,764. Trade of Réunion, 1906. 


Notes on exports of sugar, 
vanilla, coffee, and _ other 
articles; also on imports of 
rice and coal. 

New customs tariff. 


Completion of Tamatave- 


Réunion-Mauritius cable. 


Tables of imports and ex- 


ports. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Imports and Eaports at Prices of 1900. Tables showing for each 
of the years 1900-1906 the estimated value of the Imports and 
Exports of the United Kingdom at the prices prevailing in 1900, 
with an Introductory Memorandum. Price 24d. 


This return, which has been prepared in the Commercial, 
Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, is 
issued in continuation and extension of that issued last year 
(Cd. 2,894, 1906) in which, for the first time, a detailed com- 
parison was made in respect of each year since 1900 between 
the values of the various groups of imports and exports as 
actually declared and the estimated values of such groups based 
on the average values obtaining in 1900. The object of this series 
of returns is to eliminate as far as possible the effect of the 
fluctuation of prices, and so secure a basis for a closer comparison 
between the volume of imports and exports in each year. Tables 
are included for the first time showing the re-exports of products 
received from foreign countries and British Colonies and Possessions. 

The following table summarises the results of this investigation :—- 














| Exports of Produce and 

| Imports. Manufactures of the pou neatly ee, ama 

| United Kingdom. ” , 
Year. | Estimated Estimated | Kstimated 

| Values as | Values at | Valuesas | Values at | Valuesas | Values at 

| declared. | pricesof | declared. | pricesof | declared. | prices of 

| 1900. __ 1900. 1900. 

| £ £ £ £ £ £ 
1900...| 523,075,163) 523,075,163) 291,191,996; 291,191,996) 63,181,758 | 63,181,758 


1901...; 521,990,198] 538, 931, 602) 280,022,376| 294,040,877) 67,841,892 | 69,028,409 
1902...) 528,391,274] 551,585,334, 283,423,966 312,158,784) 65,814,818 | 67,617,166 
1903... 542,600,289) 558,688,097) 290,800,108) 320,504,245) 69,573,564 | 69,946,490 
1904...) 551,038,628) 563,725,647) 300,711,040 327,448.973| 70,304,281 | 69,339,983 
1905... 565,019,917) 573,762,481| 329,816,614| 359,889, 642) 77,779,913 | 74,760,508 
1906.. 607,987,893| 588,288,328] 375,67 72,913 388,594 240) 85,163,386 | 74,827,741 























———— ee ———— a 


Prices of Eeported Coal. 90. Price 3d. 

This return gives the quantities of coal exported from each of 
the principal ports in the United Kingdom by quarterly periods 
in 1906, at prices not exceeding ds., above os. but not exceeding 
6s., above 6s. but not exceeding 7s., and so on (in continuation of 


Parliamentary Paper, No. 111 of Session 1906). 


Passengers to and from places out of Europe, March. [Cd. 
3,3835-II.] Price 3d. 


This return shows the numbers and nationalities of the pas- 
sengers that left, or arrived in, the United Kingdom for or from 
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Government Publications. 


_ LE 


places out of Europe; and the net balance of such passengers 
serene or inward, during the month and three months ended 
8lst March, 1907, compared with the corresponding periods 
in 1906. 

During the three months ended 3lst March, 1907, the total 
number (provisional) of passengers that left the United Kingdom 
for places out of Europe was 113,130, as compared with 99,144 
during the corresponding period of 1906, and the total number 
(provisional) that arrived in the United Kingdom from places out 
of Europe during the first three months of 1907, was 31,551 as 
compared with 26,325 during the corresponding period of 1906. 
The balance of the total movement shows that the number of pas- 
sengers that left the United Kingdom for places out of Europe 
exceeded the number of passengers that arrived in the United 
Kingdom from places out of Europe by 81,579 during the first 
three months of 1907, as compared with a similar excess of 72,819 
during the corresponding period of 1906. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 
since the lst January, 1907, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 























Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
515 British Honduras .. a _ oon wn sta - 2d. 
516 Northern Nigeria .. oan aoe i eee oe | le. Bd. 
517 Bechuanaland Protectorate se sos oan ose os 4d. 
518 Leeward Islands ... ove ave ove one see een 24d. 
519 |, East Africa Protectorate... Se eth. ioe, SA ee 7d. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price. 





Jamaica (Cayman Islands) 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics ; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 

Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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- §PECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 


India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—T'he Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of “Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland is on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
ae at sass Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 

South Australia.—The Government of South Australia has 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, H.C. Mr. A. E. M. Norton, the Commercial Agent, is in 
charge of this department, and he will supply, free of cost, full 
information regarding the exports from South Australia of all sorts 
of Produce. 

The South Australian Government intends very shortly to send 
to London specimens of every description of South Australian 
Produce, and these will be displayed in one of the offices of the 
Commercial Agent’s Department, 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Cape of Good Hope——The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, London, S.W., for the purpose 
of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the superintendence 
of the Trades Commissioner, who, together with the Commercial 
Agent, deals with, and supplies free, information on trade subjects 
connected with the Colony, such as commercial products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, 


prospects for emigration, &c., &c. 


IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
Ist January, 1903. ‘lhe work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10 am. to 5 p.m., in Summer, and from 10 a.m. to 
4p.m.im Winter. Information and publications concerning India 
and the Colonies, their products, industries, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., may be obtained on verbal application at the Central 
stand in the galleries, or applications may be addressed in writing 
to the Director of the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, S.W. 
From time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 

roducts will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development, 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. The “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The “Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 














